ORANGE-ALAMANCE WATER SYSTEM, INC.
P O BOX 187

MEBANE, NC  27302

FACTS TO REMEMBER

A ¾ water meter will give a flow of:


13 gallons per minute maximum

          780 gallons per hour

     18,720 gallons in a 24-hour period

The American Water Works Association says that dripping faucets and other leaks waste water.  On a 40 pound pressure line, and in 24-hour period, a

 


1/32” leak wastes

170 gallons




1/16” leak wastes

970 gallons




1/8”   leak wastes
         3,600 gallons

Remember, this is just on a 40 pound pressure line, where as, Orange-Alamance Water System, Inc. has from 60 to 80 pounds pressure.  Due to the pressure on our lines, it is advisable to use a good quality pvc pipe when running your line to your home or business.  Our suggestion is 160 pounds pvc.  If your pressure is more than your plumbing or your hot water can stand, it may be necessary for you to install a pressure-reducing valve.  These can be secured through your plumber or a plumbing supplier.  

The meter used by Orange-Alamance Water System, Inc. cannot over register.  They will run only when water is going through.  They can be misread since human error is involved.  If you doubt your reading, check the reading on the meter and compare it to the reading on your bill.  Don’t wait, do it immediately if there is doubt !!! 
We have found that the majority of high water bills are caused by commodes which hang when flushed, and small underground leaks.

Since the staff of Orange-Alamance Water System, Inc. does not repair leaks on the customer’s side of the meter, we suggest that when you discover the source of wasted water, you take immediate steps to have the problem corrected. 
